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Upcoming Dates

Australian hearing visit
Tuesday 8th February

VCD BBQ
Tuesday 15th February, 3pm

Senior years camp
21st - 25th February

Curriculum day x2
28th Feb - 1st March

What's in this issue?

Welcome back we are excited to have all students back

onsite! We have a bumper edition of the newsletter so

please take the time to read through.

Covid19 thank you to all students and families for being

vigilant with our covid protocols including mask wearing

on taxi, hand washing/sanitising, staying home when

unwell, and suggested RAT testing. 

LEARNING | RESILIENCE | RESPECT | RESPONSIBILITY | PRIDE

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION 04/02

Congratulations to our 2022 College Captains, Landi Kakoni and
Malachi Sinclair, and Vice Captains, Samadi T Weerasingha and
Savannah Mandile. We are excited for your year of leadership
ahead!
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
By Marg Tope

Dear parents, carers, and families of VCD,

Welcome to the 2022 school year. Our college newsletters will continue 
to be available on Compass and on our website www.vcd.vic.edu.au

Welcome to new staff
We welcome some new staff to our dedicated team. 

Ms Nicole Hall, ICT & Generalist Classroom teacher. Nicole is an experienced teacher who
brings passion and a wealth of knowledge to the role. Nicole mostly teaches Middle Years
students, Years 7 – 10. Her ICT role means she will be team teaching the ICT curriculum with
other teachers across the College. Welcome Nicole.

Ms Caitlin Hosken, Primary Generalist Classroom teacher. Caitlin has returned to VCD after
working at Furlong Park School for Deaf Children. Caitlin is a vital member of our Primary
teaching team. Welcome Caitlin.

Farewell 
Last year we farewelled Jet Atlas, Vanessa Adzaip, Evie Andrews, and Monique Clark. I would
like to acknowledge their work with our students and staff and thank them for their
professionalism in helping our college grow. We also said goodbye to Kate Dale in her role last
year, however, Kate will be a familiar face around the College in her role as a Casual Relief
Teacher for 2022.

Staff on leave for 2022
Matthew Norman, Youth Counsellor, is enjoying a year on leave. We very much look forward to
his return come 2023.

Meet our staff at our VCD BBQ
As in recent years, we will once again have a BBQ to provide an informal opportunity for our
community to come together in COVID safe style. We will enjoy sharing a sausage and meeting
families. Our BBQ will happen if it is sunny or raining so please book the date, Tuesday 15
February immediately after 3:00pm dismissal until 4:30pm. If you wish us to not send your child
home on taxi that day because you will be coming to VCD for the BBQ, please call the office to
confirm arrangements. 

School Uniform
School pride is looking great as our students arrive in full school uniform. Thank you to families
for ensuring your child adheres to our uniform guidelines. Any families who require support to
access uniforms can contact the office and chat to Gene. 

School Council 2022
Please consider nominating yourself for our school council this year. More information to come
in following newsletters or just call and ask to talk to Marg. I’d be delighted to talk to you.

http://www.vcd.vic.edu.au/
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VICTORIAN COLLEGE FOR THE DEAF
597 ST KILDA ROAD, MELBOURNE VIC 3004
PH: (03) 9510 1706  E: VICTORIAN.DS@EDUCATION.VIC.GOV.AU

VCD BARBECUE
We welcome all students and families to attend a start-of-year
barbecue at VCD. This is a great way to meet your child's
teachers in an informal environment, and catch up with other
VCD families. 

Sausage sizzle (halal)  provided. If you are attending and your
child will not require taxi travel please inform the school.

We look forward to seeing you there!

WHEN: TUESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY, 2022
TIME: 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM



F R I D A Y  4 T H  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 2

PRIMARY NEWS

4

Welcome back Primary students and families! We are very excited to work with you all in 2022.
We welcome two new students, Jade and Alexandra. Our Primary teaching team consists of
Sara, Ed, Caitlin and Marnie. 

Updated 2022 SeeSaw classes have been established. Please check you are connected and
email marnie.kerridge@education.gov.au if you are having any issues.

Students have their hats at school. These were washed over the holidays and kept onsite to
reduce the risk of loss. Students do need to ensure that they bring their water bottles to school
daily, and wash it regularly.

Please check that you have all brought your stationery requirements to school, so that your
student is ready to learn. Contact Marnie if you need the stationery list again, or need to
discuss this further.   

An excursion form for tennis has been uploaded onto Compass. This is part of the Primary
students' formal learning. Tennis will commence on 18th February. Please ensure you check
Compass and click on the attendance form. It is great to see some parents already confirming
student attendance for this event. 

One week down! We look forward to the next week with the Primary students and team! Stay
well!

Marnie - Primary Co-ordinator

mailto:marnie.kerridge@education.gov.au
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The primary students have all been learning about living and nonliving things as an introduction
to a unit of work about plants. We have explored the school grounds to see what living things
we can find.
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ASDAN have been discussing our class values this week, including what type of behaviour they
like and want to see in our classes.

BE CALM SHOW GOOD
MANNERS

BE POSITIVE

FOCUS ON
LEARNING

BE RESPONSIBLE TAKE PRIDE IN
YOUR WORK

DO GOOD WORK SIGN CLEARLY
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ASDAN students have also been learning about horticulture, caretaking the VCD garden as it
undergoes its transformation!
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STUDENT AND FAMILY WELLBEING
By Gene Reardon

It’s been a great start to term for our students. Lots of
excitement and joy about reconnecting with friends and re-
engaging in the VCD community. 

Student and Family Wellbeing is a strong focus at VCD. We are
focused on empowering our kids to have confidence in their
ability to manage life’s bumps and to come out stronger -
resilient, kind, compassionate and confident. 

This year our wellbeing team will focus on the simple things we
can do to help students cope with busy lives, friendships,
school, community activities, big feelings or uncomfortable and
challenging situations. 

Across the college we will enable students to manage feelings by providing them with insights,
and age-appropriate strategies and tools. 

We have a strong wellbeing team at VCD who provide extra support, specialized wellbeing
services and needed programs in addition to wellbeing support offered by all our teachers
everyday in every classroom. 

Our Wellbeing Team includes:

If you have wellbeing ideas, concerns or just want to have a chat, please contact our Mental
Health Practitioner- Gene Reardon can be on 0428904809.
 

This part of the school newsletter will include links to articles and resources that parents, and
caregivers may find useful. Our aim is to enrich our collaboration with our parent community to
optimize student wellbeing.

This week you may want to explore this useful resource please look at ‘What’s the Buzz?’ by
Mark LeMessurier and Madhavi Nawana Parker and ‘The Resilience and Wellbeing Toolbox’ by
Madhavi Nawana Parker. https://wellbeingforkids.com.au/ 

Gene Reardon Marnie Kerridge Ash Battista Elizabeth Reed

https://wellbeingforkids.com.au/
https://wellbeingforkids.com.au/
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TRADEBLOCK NEWS
By Nicole McRae

Our team of Tradeblock students took part in barista training with Jay from Coffee Supreme this
week. Here are Makoi and Hayley from our Wednesday crew - they learned all about the coffee
bean roasting process, as well as how to operate the grinder and texturise milk. They practiced
making lattes, cappuccinos and flat whites - and even though it was a first attempt - they were
brilliant!

Tradeblock will be open from Tuesday 8th February… We would love parents to come by for a
coffee, sweet treat or lunch. 

Tradeblock Cafe is open Tues-Fri 8:30am-2:30pm during school terms.
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educating students
supporting students’ social and emotional wellbeing, and health 
fulfilling legal obligations, including duty of care, anti-discrimination law and occupational health
and safety law 
communicating and engaging with parents
student administration
school management
supporting policy in relation to student education and wellbeing.

The Department of Education and Training (the Department) values your privacy and is committed
to protecting the personal and health information that schools collect.

All school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law and the Schools’ Privacy Policy. This notice
explains how the Department, including Victorian government schools (schools), handles personal
and health information. On occasion, specific consent will be sought for the collection and use of
information, for example, for a student to receive a health service. Our schools are also required by
legislation, such as the Education and Training Reform Act 2006, to collect some of this
information.

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, student support service officers, youth
workers, social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners, and all other employees,
contractors, volunteers and service providers of the school and the Department.
On enrolment, and during the ordinary course of a student’s attendance at a school, schools will
collect information about students and their families for the following purposes:

If this information is not collected, schools may be unable to provide optimal education or support to
students or fulfil legal obligations.

For example, our schools rely on parents to provide health information about any medical condition
or disability that their child has, medication their child may take while at school, any known allergies
and contact details of their child’s doctor. If parents do not provide all relevant health information,
this may put their child’s health at risk. 

Our schools also require current, relevant information about all parents and carers so that schools
can take account of safety concerns that affect their children. Parents should provide schools with
copies of all current parenting plans and court orders about or that affect their children and provide
updated copies when they change. 

When parents enrol their child in primary school, they will be asked to provide personal and health
information in several ways, including via the Enrolment Form, the School Entrance Health
Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early Childhood Intervention Service (ECIS) Transition Form.

The Enrolment Form is used to collect information that is essential for the purposes listed above,
and requests information such as:

Continued over page

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/research/Pages/reportdatahealth.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/needs/Pages/ecisabout.aspx
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·Emergency contacts – Individuals parents nominate for a school to contact during an
emergency. Parents should ensure that their nominated emergency contact agrees to their
contact details being provided to the school and that they understand their details may be
disclosed by the Department if lawful, e.g. in the case of emergency communications relating to
bush fires or floods. 
·Student background information – Information about country of birth, Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander origin, language spoken at home and parent occupation. This information
enables the Department to allocate appropriate resources to schools. The Department also
uses this information to plan for future educational needs in Victoria and shares some
information with the Commonwealth government to monitor, plan and allocate resources. 
·Immunisation status – This assists schools to manage health risks and legal obligations. The
Department may also provide this information to the Department of Health and Department of
Families, Fairness and Housing to assess immunisation rates in Victoria, but not in a way
which identifies students.
·Visa status – This is required to process a student’s enrolment.
All schools may use departmental systems and online tools such as apps and other software to
effectively collect and manage information about students and families for the purposes listed
above. 

When schools use these online tools, they take steps to ensure that student information is
secure. If parents or carers have any concerns about the use of these online tools, please
contact the school.

School staff will only share student and family information with other school staff who need to
know to enable them to educate or support the student as described above. Information will
only be shared outside the school (and outside the Department) as required or authorised by
law, including where sharing is required to meet duty of care, anti-discrimination, occupational
health and safety, and child wellbeing and safety obligations. The information collected will not
be disclosed beyond the school and Department without parent consent unless such disclosure
is lawful.

When a student transfers to another school (including Catholic, independent and interstate),
personal and/or health information about that student may be transferred to the next school.
Transferring this information is in the best interests of the student and assists the next school
to provide the best possible education and support to the student. For further detail about how
and what level of information is provided to the next school, refer to the: Enrolment: Student
transfers between schools. Schools only provide school reports and ordinary school
communications to students, parents, carers or others who have a legal right to that
information. Requests for access to other student information or by others must be made by
lodging a Freedom of Information (FOI) application.

To update student or family information, parents should contact their school.
For more information about how schools and the Department collect and manage personal and
health information, or how to access personal and health information held by a school about
you or your child, refer to the: Schools’ Privacy Policy

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/enrolment/guidance/student-transfers-between-schools
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/working/Pages/foi.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
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It’s been really fantastic to see such excitement around the return to school and we want to
keep it that way. A crucial part of that is getting as many students vaccinated as possible. 

Alongside ventilation and other vital COVIDSafe steps such as regular rapid antigen testing,
supporting as many students as possible to be vaccinated will help make our school as safe as
possible. 

Bookings for children aged 5 to 11 to receive the paediatric Pfizer vaccine are open and we
encourage parents and carers to get your child vaccinated, if you haven’t already done so. 

The Pfizer vaccine is safe and recommended for children. The vaccine will help protect your
child from getting sick from COVID-19, help to reduce the spread of COVID-19, and help
ensure kids can have more time at school and playing with their friends.

Vaccinations for children aged 5-11 years old are delivered at 2 appointments, 8 weeks apart.
Children with specific medical vulnerabilities can access their second dose 3 weeks after their
first dose.

If you’d like more information about this, you can read a recent statement from the Australian
Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI): https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-
update-following-weekly-covid-19-meeting-19-january-2022 

To book an appointment

You can book at your local GP or pharmacy: https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking
You can also book at a family-friendly vaccination centre by calling the Coronavirus Hotline on
1800 675 398.

You can also make vaccination centre bookings for your children online, though you will need
to use an email address that has not been used in the system before:
https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/

Helping children to get their vaccination

Vaccination centres understand that children may feel anxious about vaccination or have other
support needs. A range of options are available to help children get vaccinated. Please discuss
your child’s needs with the vaccination centre when you book an appointment. 

Appointments are also available at Aboriginal Controlled Community Health Organisations. 

 Find out more about vaccination for kids: https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-
information-children-and-teenagers

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-recommendations-on-pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-use-in-children-aged-5-to-11-years
https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-update-following-weekly-covid-19-meeting-19-january-2022
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking
https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers
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Regular hand washing throughout the

day at our designated hand washing

stations.

Masks on taxis and public transport

Staying home if unwell and seeking

medical advice as to whether a Covid-19

test is required.

At Victorian College for the Deaf, some

Covid-19 procedures remain in place. For

students, this means:

CONTACT US
Victorian College for the Deaf      

597 St Kilda Road

Melbourne 3004

Phone: 9510 1706

SMS: 61416905371

Email: victorian.ds@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.vcd.vic.edu.au
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COVID-19

ONSITE VISITORS

DET policy COVID-19 Vaccinations –
Visitors and Volunteers on School Sites
VCD Visitors Policy
VCD COVID-19 Mandatory Vaccination -
Information Collection and Storage
Procedures 

All visitors entering school buildings,
including parents and carers, must be fully
vaccinated and be able to provide proof of
vaccination. People with a valid medical
exemption must provide a proof of exemption
letter. Please note: all onsite VCD staff and
contractors are fully vaccinated.

For more information about vaccination
requirements for visitors in schools, see:

First day back! Students and families

excited about the return to school.

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/covid-19-vaccinations-visitors-volunteers/policy
https://www.vcd.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Visitors-Policy.pdf
https://www.vcd.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/COVID-19-Mandatory-Vaccination-Information-Collection-and-Storage-Procedures.pdf
https://www.vcd.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/COVID-19-Mandatory-Vaccination-Information-Collection-and-Storage-Procedures.pdf

