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Upcoming Dates

Year 10 and 11 Last Day
Friday 10th December

Final School Assembly
Wednesday 15th December 1:20pm

Prep - Year 9 Last Day
Friday 17th December 
(2pm dismissal)

What's in this issue?

Final school assembly our final assembly for the year

will take place on Wednesday 15th December at 1:20pm.

Senior students who have finished for the year are

strongly encouraged to attend!

Early dismissal on last day on Friday 17th December,

students will be dismissed at 2pm. For students who

catch the taxi, this means they will arrive at pick up

locations one hour earlier than usual. 

Booklists all booklists should now be on Compass for

families and students to view. Hard copies will also be

distributed for students to take home.

LEARNING | RESILIENCE | RESPECT | RESPONSIBILITY | PRIDE

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION 10/12

Middle Years students creating a 3D model of the solar system. More
photos on page 3.
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EARLY COMMENCEMENT WEEK
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This week, our incoming senior students began Early Commencement Week. As part of this
program, they began their senior years work and were inducted into the various settings they
will be a part of next year, including Tradeblock cafe, Ablock bike shop, Employment Pathways
VET and the Horticulture program.
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WELLBEING DAY
Middle Years students and Primary students
participated in a Wellbeing Day, where they
were introduced to 'five ways to wellbeing' -
connect, be active, keep learning, be aware,
and help others. These five themes will
underpin the important wellbeing work at VCD.

SCIENCE NEWS
This week, Middle Years students created
3D models of our solar system, Great work!
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PARENT CONVERSATIONS
By Gene Reardon

TURNING UP FOR SCHOOL IS
CRITICAL FOR A QUALITY EDUCATION 
Showing up for school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success starting in
kindergarten and continuing through secondary school. Families play a key role in making sure
students get to school safely every day and understand why attendance is so important for
success in school and beyond.

Students should miss no more than 9 days of school each year to stay engaged, successful
and on track to graduation
Absences can be a sign that a student is losing interest in school.
By Year 6, absenteeism is one of three signs that a student may drop out of secondary
school
By Year 9 regular and high attendance is a better predictor of finishing school rates than
academic results in Year 8
Missing 10 percent, or about 18 days, of the school year can drastically affect a student’s
success
Students can be chronically absent even if they only miss a day or two every few weeks
Attendance is an important life skill that will help your child maximise their full potential, and
its good preparation for their future work ethic 

Talk about the importance of showing up to school every day, make that the expectation
Help your child maintain daily routines, exercising and getting a good night’s sleep
Try not to schedule dental and medical appointments during the school day
Only let your child stay home if they are genuinely sick,or showing COVID symptoms and
need testing;  or are required to adhere to Covid public health orders to stay at home. 

Find out if your child feels engaged by his classes and feels safe.
Make sure they not missing class because of behavioural issues or school discipline.
Stay on top of academic progress and seek help from teachers or tutors if necessary. 
Stay on top of your child’s social contacts. Peer pressure, or feeling isolated.
Encourage meaningful afterschool activities, including sports, hobbies, family time.

Ask for help from teachers, the wellbeing team or principal if you’re having trouble getting
your child to school.

Make school attendance a priority

Help your child stay engaged

Communicate with the school

DID YOU KNOW?

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO
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Regular hand washing throughout the

day at our designated hand washing

stations.

Masks on taxis and public transport

Staying home if unwell and seeking

medical advice as to whether a Covid-19

test is required.

At Victorian College for the Deaf, some

Covid-19 procedures remain in place. For

students, this means:

CONTACT US
Victorian College for the Deaf      

597 St Kilda Road

Melbourne 3004

Phone: 9510 1706

SMS: 61416905371

Email: victorian.ds@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.vcd.vic.edu.au
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COVID-19

ONSITE VISITORS

DET policy COVID-19 Vaccinations –
Visitors and Volunteers on School Sites
VCD Visitors Policy
VCD COVID-19 Mandatory Vaccination -
Information Collection and Storage
Procedures 

All visitors entering school buildings,
including parents and carers, must be fully
vaccinated and be able to provide proof of
vaccination. People with a valid medical
exemption must provide a proof of exemption
letter. Please note: all onsite VCD staff and
contractors are fully vaccinated.

For more information about vaccination
requirements for visitors in schools, see:

AUDIOLOGY
TERM 4 VISIT: Tuesday 14th December

VCD engages a visiting Audiologist, Amy
Reese, from Hearing Australia to provide
routine testing for our students. This
enables students to maintain their hearing
health with minimal disruption to learning
time. On Amy's visits she can: check
hearing aids and cochlear implant
processors, make hearing aid adjustments,
help students learn to look after and clean
devices, help students and teachers use
remote microphones (eg: Roger), take new
ear moulds.

If you would like Amy to see your child on her
next visit, please email:
Amy.Reese@hearing.com.au Please note:
For hearing test appointments, urgent repairs
and lost hearing devices, please contact your
local Hearing Australia.

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/covid-19-vaccinations-visitors-volunteers/policy
https://www.vcd.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Visitors-Policy.pdf
https://www.vcd.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/COVID-19-Mandatory-Vaccination-Information-Collection-and-Storage-Procedures.pdf
https://www.vcd.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/COVID-19-Mandatory-Vaccination-Information-Collection-and-Storage-Procedures.pdf

