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Upcoming Dates

Curriculum Day - No Students
Thursday 25th November

Parent Teacher Student Interviews
6th - 8th December

Year 10 and 11 Last Day
Friday 10th December

Prep - Year 9 Last Day
Friday 17th December

What's in this issue?

Curriculum Day Thursday 25th November is a student-

free day at VCD, so staff can complete assessment

moderation for reports.

Changes to how Covid-19 cases are managed in

schools see page 2 for more information.

Vaccination requirements for onsite visitors the

Department of Education have released information

about vaccination requirements for onsite visitors,

including parents. See page 3 for more detail. 
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IMPORTANT
INFORMATION 19/11

Thank you to our wonderful Tradeblock cafe team for
catering the Yr12 graduation, including this amazing cake!
You can order a celebration cake for your next event
through Tradeblock cafe by emailing
nicole.mcrae@education.vic.gov.au, or give us a call!
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CHANGES TO HOW COVID-19 CASES
ARE MANAGED IN SCHOOLS
Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, some significant changes have been
made to how cases of COVID-19 and contacts of cases are managed in schools as we reach
the 90% double dose milestone for eligible people in the coming days.

Schools will continue the process of identifying contacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19 at
schools; contacts will no longer be contacted by the Department of Health with quarantine
requirements. If your child is identified as a contact the school will contact you directly.

Contacts will be required to complete a standard (PCR) test within 24 hours from when they are
identified by the school as a contact.

If the PCR test returns a negative result, the student can immediately return to school, with
evidence of the negative result provided to the school.

It is strongly recommended that contacts complete five days of rapid antigen tests in the
morning before they attend school.

You will be able to obtain these testing kits from testing centres from Monday 22 November if
your child is required to complete a standard PCR test.

Where students are currently in quarantine due to an existing school exposure, they will be
able to provide evidence of a negative standard PCR test and return to school following the
instructions above.

In exceptional circumstances the Department of Health may determine that contacts in
significant school outbreaks are still required to quarantine for seven days. In this scenario,
students will be notified directly of any additional quarantine arrangements.

As we head into the final few weeks of the school year, please continue to care for yourself and
those around you.

Regards,

Marg Tope
Principal
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VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS FOR
ONSITE VISITORS

when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment
cannot be administered by the school
when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building
unaccompanied by their parent/carer
when attending for a short time that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or
students, for example, to collect a completed art project or similar.

DET policy COVID-19 Vaccinations – Visitors and Volunteers on School Sites
VCD Visitors Policy
VCD COVID-19 Mandatory Vaccination - Information Collection and Storage Procedures 

The following update on COVID-19 vaccination requirements was released this week by the
Department of Education.

Vaccination requirements for parents, carers and other visitors

Parents, carers and other adults who enter school buildings must have had at least one dose of
COVID-19 vaccine and must have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by Monday 29
November 2021 or a valid medical exception. The following limited exceptions apply:

This vaccination requirement applies to all school activities inside school buildings, including
but not limited to, transition activities, tours, graduations, fetes and school theatre and music
production.

Any adults attending these events, regardless of whether they are held indoors or outdoors,
must be vaccinated, in line with community requirements.

Proof of vaccination

When parents, carers and other school visitors arrive onsite, staff will sight their vaccination
certificate, or proof of medical exemption. Staff will use a register to declare that they have
sighted that person's certificate. The school is not required to keep a copy proof of vaccination
for visitors.

Please note: all onsite VCD staff and contractors are fully vaccinated.

For more information about vaccination requirements for visitors in schools, see:

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/covid-19-vaccinations-visitors-volunteers/policy
https://www.vcd.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Visitors-Policy.pdf
https://www.vcd.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/COVID-19-Mandatory-Vaccination-Information-Collection-and-Storage-Procedures.pdf
https://www.vcd.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/COVID-19-Mandatory-Vaccination-Information-Collection-and-Storage-Procedures.pdf
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Never too old for a great playground! Our senior students have been soaking up the sunshine
during lunch on the playground.

TAXI REMINDERS

A reminder to all families to please be on
time to pick up and drop off locations. Taxis
are only able to wait a maximum of five
minutes for students, before resuming their
journey. This is in place so no other
students on the taxi are late to school.

Additionally, thank you to all families who
have returned their 2022 Transport
Applications. If you have not done so,
please fill out, sign and return asap. This
form is required in order to authorise taxi
travel for students in 2022. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Deaf Children Australia are hosting an online
event on Wednesday 1st December in honour
of our founder, FJ Rose.
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Children may respond to stress in different ways such as being more clingy,
anxious, withdrawing, angry or agitated, bedwetting etc. Respond to your
child’s reactions in a supportive way, try to understand their concerns and give
them extra attention.
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PARENT CONVERSATIONS
By Gene Reardon

ADJUSTING TO COVID NORMAL
We thought VCD parents might be interested in some recent guidance from the World Health
Organization about children’s anxieties – particularly as we emerge from ‘COVID lockdown
into Covid Normal’. Some useful tips….. 

Children need adults’ love and attention during difficult times. Have
conversations with kindness and reassure them. If possible, make extra
opportunities for your children to play and relax.

Keep to regular routines and schedules as much as possible, or help create
new ones in a new environment, including school/learning as well as time for
safely playing.

Provide facts about what has happened, explain what is going on now and give
them clear information about how to reduce their risk of being infected by the
disease in words that they can understand depending on their age.

I hope the week ahead is a good one for you,

Kind wishes
Gene 
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Regular hand washing throughout the

day at our designated hand washing

stations.

Masks on taxis and public transport

Staying home if unwell and seeking

medical advice as to whether a Covid-19

test is required.

At Victorian College for the Deaf, some

Covid-19 procedures remain in place. For

students, this means:

CONTACT US
Victorian College for the Deaf      

597 St Kilda Road

Melbourne 3004

Phone: 9510 1706

SMS: 61416905371

Email: victorian.ds@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.vcd.vic.edu.au
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COVID-19

AUDIOLOGY
TERM 4 VISIT: Thursday 2nd December

VCD engages a visiting Audiologist, Amy
Reese, from Hearing Australia to provide
routine testing for our students. This
enables students to maintain their hearing
health with minimal disruption to learning
time. On Amy's visits she can: check
hearing aids and cochlear implant
processors, make hearing aid adjustments,
help students learn to look after and clean
devices, help students and teachers use
remote microphones (eg: Roger), take new
ear moulds.

If you would like Amy to see your child on her
next visit, please email:
Amy.Reese@hearing.com.au Please note:
For hearing test appointments, urgent repairs
and lost hearing devices, please contact your
local Hearing Australia.


